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 HSLDA - Homeschool Legal Defense Association’s About 

Page describes them best.  This is a non-profit advocacy 

organization established to defend and advance the constitutional 

rights of parents to direct the education of their children and 

protect family freedoms.  This organization has several fee 

resources and a paid service that will assist with legal related to 

homeschooling issues. 

 Local social groups – These can be 

an invaluable resource for you as a parent-teacher and for your 

children.  We are a growing community and it is important to stay 

connected with your local community.  This is where your children 

can meet friends, you will meet friends, and bounce ideas, receive 

supportive suggestions.  No matter if you are in your first 

moments of homeschooling, or your last, local homeschool 
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groups are a necessary component to your survival.  Easiest way 

to search for these groups is to use the keywords “local, (your 

area) homeschool groups” in a search engine, put on a brave 

smile and go meet your new friends.  

 TYC’s FaCebook Fan Page – This is 

where we will post fun resources, and links to all things 

homeschooling across the www.  We also post personal updates 

with our family and remind you of great content we have posted 

on our website. 

 TYC’s FaCebook grouP – This page is 

separate from the fan page.  This is a more intimate setting where 

you can post your questions and connect to homeschooling 

families across the globe.  The content is dictated by members to 

discuss all things educational.  This is your place to grow and learn 

from your global homeschooling community. 

 

 John Taylor Gatto – A veteran teacher 

from New York City and a Teacher of the Year award recipient. 

Mr. Gatto has writing a multitude of great books exposing the 

painful truths about the US education system.   
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 Parents Who Love Reading, 

kids Who don’T –A veteran high school English 

teacher who writes about how this can happen and what you can 

do about it.  Ms. Mary Leonhardt describes in detail how to 

change your reading teaching to get kids to become lifelong, avid 

readers.  You are going to want your own copy to make notes! 

 The Secret Life of the 

Grownup Brain –Barbara Strauch takes the 

time to detail in layman’s terms how a brain functions over a 

lifetime and describes how optimal process can be sustained.  You 

are going to want your highlighter for this book! 

 The Heart of Anger –Lou Priolo 

addresses the typical and frequent problems in raising children.  If 

you are a parent, but especially if you are a homeschooling 

parent, you need tools for conflict resolution.  This is your read! 

 TeaChing Your Child’s guide 

to Learning –We created this resource full of 

great, real-life, ready-to-implement teaching strategies from our 

years of teaching and learning across 5 continents and helping in 

homeschooling communities. 
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 dan Pink’s “The Puzzle of 

Motivation” –This is an inspiring video directed at 

business owners, but if you watch it you will see it answers the 

education dilemma of what motivation is and how it works.  This 

notion is how we should change our teaching and prepare our 

learners in this fast paced modern world.  

https://youtu.be/rrkrvAUbU9Y 

 sir ken robinson’s “Do 

Schools Kill Creativity” –This 

video is an entertaining and enlightening presentation about how 

to prevent killing creativity one education at a time by preparing 

children to be wrong.   https://youtu.be/iG9CE55wbtY  

 sugaTa MiTra’s “neW 

Experiments in Self-

TeaChing” –What can a hole in the wall reveal about 

education?  Mr. Mitra takes a bold stance (& has the data to back 

it up) on what a well phrased question, computer, and supportive 

encouragement can do for any person wanting to learn.  This flips 

traditional education on a dime and opens any teacher’s eyes to 

the possible freedoms in learning.  https://youtu.be/dk60sYrU2RU  

https://youtu.be/rrkrvAUbU9Y
https://youtu.be/iG9CE55wbtY
https://youtu.be/dk60sYrU2RU
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These are the best learning materials money can buy.  If you are just 

beginning your homeschooling journey do not start until you have 

procured these items.  If you are further along in your homeschooling 

years, double check this list to make sure you are not missing out on 

valuable resources that can elevate your teaching and create wonderful 

memories with your children. 

 Books –You can never have enough reading material 

around your home.  This creates a print rich environment and 

expresses through example the importance of reading to your 

impressionable learner.  Digital libraries are great to have, but you 

also need to have the old fashioned kind.  Please be sure to have 

all levels of reading available, young - old, short – long, Marvel 

comics to non-fiction material. 

 Games –One of the most underutilized methods in 

teaching.  Why shouldn’t they be learning through fun?  If your 

goal is to create an avid learner, make learning enjoyable. 

 Computer with internet 

access –The libraries in Rome pale in comparison to 

what is available with this modern invention. 
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 Library Card –This is not an out of style place 

to go!  The library still has all kinds of interesting reference 

material that can sometimes be easier to find the correct 

information than on your search engine.   

 Park Access –Whatever you have to pay to gain 

access into your natural settings, do it.  We could write books and 

give hours of lectures (oh, wait… we have! 

http://teachingyourchild.net/store/ ) on the physiological and 

psychological benefits of taking your learning outside.   

 Local Event Calendars –Almost 

every city, town, village will have something going on at some 

point in the year.  Cross reference an event calendar with your 

objectives for the year and see how you can build your learner’s 

schema to include real experiences that will take root in their 

long-term memories. 

 Life Experiences –Take advantage of every 

opportunity to you.  Stop right where you are, is there something 

that can be gleaned for your kid?  There are learning 

opportunities even in the most mundane of errands.  We want to 

encourage you to not take your homeschooling freedom for 

granted.  Plan field trips often.  We’d advise you to spend more on 

experiences than any curriculum . . . ever. 

  

http://teachingyourchild.net/store/


TEACHINGYOURCHILD.NET 

 

Thank You for subscribing!  We look forward to getting to know you.  All Resources Listed Are NON-
affiliated.  Unless it is a TYC Product, we do not receive $$ for it.    

 

We took a poll from our homeschooling community and put together 

this list of essential homeschool room supplies. You will want more as 

time goes on and inevitably we all end up with more than we need, but 

this list is a more than sufficient start to any homeschooling adventure. 

 Microscope & Magnifying 

glass –(Noticed we said “and” not “or”… you need them 

both!)  Did you know you can make one from your smart phone?  

For your outdoor excursions there is a great field scope that only 

requires sunlight for examinations.  $ can always get you a great 

electrical scope.  Feel free to get a starter scope and upgrade 

when finances allow, then keep your old one around for when 

friends come over, or donate it to a new homeschooling family.  

Everything in this world is cool when discovered up close and 

personal.   

 Creative implements –Pens, pencils, 

markers, highlighters, crayons, colored pencils, sidewalk chalk, 

and paint.  (&paper/notecards…got to have something for 

creative learning to go on)  It is not necessary to spend an 

exorbitant amount on these supplies, just something to get the 

job done and allow for creativity to flow. 
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 Dedicated Wall or Binder 

Space –You are going to have a ton of things you have 

made together during your studies that you will need to reference 

back to at a later date.  Unfortunately, we all have a limited 

amount of wall space we are working with (if we have wall space 

at all) this is where a large binder or expandable accordion file 

comes in handy. 

 Ball –Trust us, this is one of the best tools for teaching 

that was ever invented.  (Have you taken our Brain Activation 

course, yet?) http://teachingyourchild.net/teaching-

products/brain-activation/  

 Painted dried lima beans –Forget 

the fancy math manipulatives.  Buy a couple pounds of lima beans 

and spray paint groups in a variety of colors and POW!  You have 

enough math manipulatives to last your entire career of teaching 

for less than $2.  (We still have Nicole’s sets that she painted in 

2000 & they have gone through countless students!)  Don’t have 

dried lima beans?  Look for large amounts of items in your area 

that are small, easily counted, sturdy, and that you can paint 

different colors, then use that. 

 Divider Sticky notes, 

Stapler, glue, tape, hole-

http://teachingyourchild.net/teaching-products/brain-activation/
http://teachingyourchild.net/teaching-products/brain-activation/
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punch, pencil sharpener –Pretty 

much the typical office supplies apply here. 

 Planner –Try to find one with a calendar that has a 

sizable place to write notes, lesson plans, and journal quick notes 

on how things went. 

 Backpack –Our favorite is one with a camelback 

bladder and drinking apparatus.  This is great to take on all of your 

outdoor teaching excursions without loading yourself down with a 

lot of water bottles.  

 Toothbrush –We know you’re laughing, but this is 

one you will need to brush away the dirt and grime from the Very 

Important Finds in outdoor teaching. 

 Vinegar, Dawn dish soap, 

Baking soda –Best natural cleaners and perfect 

for a plethora of science experiments. 

 

 Rosetta stone –After trying a number of 

language learning systems, our family has found that Rosetta 
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Stone is, aside from total immersion, by far the best way to 

learn a foreign language.  Well worth the investment. 

 Saxon Math –We, at TYC, typically steer away 

from traditional curriculum.  However, it is nice to have a 

progressive framework to follow with mathematics.  Saxon 

offers one of the best.  Even though we still do not use it 

verbatim, whether you do or not is up to you.  Saxon provides 

instruction, practice and assessments that follow an academic 

timeline. 

 Tapestry of Grace –This 

comprehensive History and English program helps parent-

teachers provide a classical education using a guided study 

approach with the history of the world as its core theme. 

 Apologia –This science curriculum is creation 

based, but they temper themselves with contemporary 

scientific views for grades K – 12.  They offer a comprehensive 

academic year of modules, study guides, and tests. 

 IEW –The Institute for Excellence in Writing is a program 

that teaches you, the parent-teacher, how to incorporate 

writing into all subjects you’re studying.  They describe a 

number of methods to use in teaching writing structure and 

style, which then frees up a child’s creativity in writing.  
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 AVKO Sequential Spelling –If 

you have had the opportunity to read any of our articles in our 

Spelling Series, you will know why we recommend this 

curriculum on spelling, if you are going to use one at all.  The 

concept is to teach spelling by building upon word families and 

spelling patterns through tests that are used as a learning 

device, drilling home to students that mistakes are learning 

opportunities not their final evaluation. 

 Teaching Textbooks –This 3rd grade 

to pre-calculus math curriculum is specifically written for 

homeschoolers.  The developers go into more concept 

explanation for the family that studies together to understand.  

The biggest benefit to using Teaching Textbooks is that you can 

watch the lesson, do the problem and then immediately 

afterwards watch a tutorial on the ones you missed.  Pretty 

nifty! 

 

Here is the short list of helpful websites that we use weekly in our 

teaching.  By the way, did you know that to find scholarly articles with 

actual peer review your students should use “google scholar”?  Using 

this search engine will filter through all the other drivel and provide 

results with more reliable and valid information. 
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 listencurrent.com –Brings authentic 

voices and compelling non-fiction stories tot the classroom.  This 

website curates the best of public radio connected to the real 

world. 

 howstuffworks.com –Podcasts, articles, 

gross stuff, witty subjects.  It’s all there and can keep your kids 

occupied for hours while providing incredibly interesting info on a 

vast array of subjects. 

 Nationalgeographic.com -150 

years of educational experience not just in their magazines 

anymore. 

 factmonster.com –Silly, fun information on 

virtually any subject.  Keep your homeschooler intrigued with this 

little gem. 

 neok12.com –Quick videos, games, lessons about 

grammar that actually make sense. 

 kidshealth.org –Hard to know which 

websites provide safe and reliable info about health and fitness.  

Everything is presented in an easy to understand manner.   

 Wikipedia –Nathan and I remember when our college 

professors did not even consider this a reputable source.  

Interesting to note that Wikipedia is the most accurate source of 
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information available anywhere.  This is because all articles must 

be peer reviewed and are subject to correction. 

 YouTube –It is not just for watching funny cat videos, 

learning how to apply makeup, or getting the hottest gaming 

trade craft tips anymore.  Find almost anything you ever wanted 

to know how to do or learn.  Some of our favorite channels are: 

TED talks, Vlogbrothers, Healthcaretriage, and we’d be remiss if 

we didn’t mention TYC has a channel too! 

https://www.youtube.com/user/KitchenTableNomad  

 Instructables.com –Explore how to 

create anything from food, to technology.  Really great resource 

when you are looking into STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Mathematics) projects! 

 Duolingo.com –This foreign language site that 

offers 18 languages (19, if you count Klingon) available to learn for 

FREE, forever.  That speaks for itself, we think. 

 MYTEACHERTOOLS.COM/DISSECT

ION.php –Not everyone wants to actually dissect animals.  

I actually tried to skip as many of these lab days as I could in 

school, by feigning sickness.  This site has FREE online dissection 

labs and tutorials, so that you never have to have body parts on 

your kitchen table again. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/KitchenTableNomad
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 Anatomyarcade.com –You know we 

love teaching through games!  This amazing site has a ton of free 

tutorial games to play while teaching about human anatomy.  We 

wish we had had this during our Anatomy and Physiology classes 

at university! 

 

 

 Dictation Dragon –Who has time to always 

type out on a small smart device all?  The notes, thoughts, and 

assignments a parent-teacher has to keep up with and write out is 

innumerable.  This app allows you to speak and it will dictate what 

you are saying.  Enabling you to click and send in any format you 

choose.  (Fortunately, you are able to manually correct any 

misunderstood dictation) 

 MindMeister –This is in our opinion the leading 

mind (thought) mapping software on the market.  If you have an 

idea for any creative endeavor MindMeister will help you 

formulate an organized plan.  Give it a whirl, we know you will 

love its teaching implications. 

 Evernote –This is what we personally use for 

electronic lesson plans.  It is also beneficial in keeping track of all 
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of our children’s assignments.  It is a cloud based service that can 

be synced across numerous devices.   

 Mint.com –One of the most useful personal finance 

software ever created!  Teach your kids to get and keep their 

finances under control in a safe environment.  With this app you 

are able to budget, track, save all for FREE.  Awesome teaching 

technology. 

 Irunner –This is a wonderful app for everyone to keep 

track of almost all physical activity.  Spend more than 5 minutes 

on our website and you will quickly see why we feel physical 

activity is paramount in your child’s education.  You are moving 

less than you think, and this app will help you identify and rectify 

that.   

 Podcasts –These narrow-casted audio shows hold a 

superabundance of topics that you can listen to at your leisure for 

your own learning or pick topics that are in line with objectives 

you are teaching.  (We do recommend pre-listening as these are 

privately hosted and can have questionable language content) 

Some of our favorites are:  FreakonomicsRadio, The Model health 

/show, TEDTalks audio, The Cracked, The Naked Scientists, and of 

course our own show TeachingYourChild 

 

Thank you for joining our growing movement of Teachers Who Dare to 

be Different.  We, at TYC, are always here for you send us an email for 
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help, encouragement, or any questions to ask.  We love hearing from 

our subscribers! http://teachingyourchild.net/connect-with-tyc/  

 

http://teachingyourchild.net/connect-with-tyc/

